The Soviets might invade Poland in the north where   201
were stationed just then the weaker divisions of the
Polish army. No, the expedition must go no farther.
Pilsudski announced that Polish troops would remain
till a regular Ukrainian government was formed; he
hoped it would enter into friendly alliance with Poland.
But the Ukrainians were too weak to organize an inde-
pendent state. After a week the Bolshevists, reinforced
by their groups that had defeated the White armies,
attacked Kiev, to eject the Poles from what they con-
sidered Eussian territory.
Tired out by three years of civil war, the Ukrainians
did not support Pilsndski. In June he had to evacuate
Kiev and slowly retreat, as another invader of Russia
had been forced to do, a century before. Day and night,
on flank and rear, the Eussian cavalry attacked the
Polish detachments. The retreat was not well planned
for, it changed to panic, then to flight. There were sharp
and sometimes unjust attacks on Pilsudski in the press
and in pamphlets distributed to the soldiers. The morale
of many regiments was shattered.
This march on Kiev has been denounced as the act
of an adventurer, taking a mad risk. It is said that
if Pilsudski had not marched to Kiev there would have
been no Bolshevist invasion of Poland. People forget
that Trotski's plans were made a year and a half before.
If the expedition had been a complete success, it would
have weakened the Soviet strength in the south, would
have protected Lwow and the Polish oil fields, and per-
haps have prevented any invasion in the north. It can
not be listed as a complete failure, for the Poles had
pushed far beyond any frontier contemplated by the
Allies.
To gain time, the Eussians spread broadcast the
story that the march to Kiev was a Polish move for
imperialism. Their agents were very active abroad and
bluffed the Allies by promises of favorable trade re-